STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hail’d at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watch’d, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep,
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,
In full glory reflected now shines in the stream;
“Tis the star-spangled banner-O long may it wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

And where is that band, who so valiantly swore,
That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion,
A home and a country should leave us no more?
Their blood has wash’d out their foul footsteps’ pollution;
No refuge could save the hireling or slave
From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave,
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

O, thus be it ever when freemen shall stand
Between their lov’d homes and the war’s desolation!
Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the heav’n-rescued land
Praise the power that hath made and preserved us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto: “In God is our trust.”
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

“I would like to go a step further and insist upon Americans being able
to sing ‘The Star-Spangled Banner.’

“I have noted audiences singing — I should say trying to sing —
the American national air, but outside of about 2 percent they are only
mumbling or pretending to sing. I would like to have the spirit of America
show itself in song. I hope you will insist upon some suitable provision to
that end in your code.” — President Harding to National Flag Conference
called by The American Legion.

FLAG

OF THE

UNITED STATES

The Living Symbol of Our Great Republic

HOW TO DISPLAY IT
HOW TO RESPECT IT

On Flag Day, June 14, 1923, representatives of over 68 organizations met
in Washington for a conference, called by and conducted under the auspices
of the National Americanism Commission of The American Legion, to draft
an authentic code of flag etiquette. The code drafted by that conference was
printed by the national organization of The American Legion and given
nationwide distribution. Millions of copies have been placed in the hands
of interested citizens since 1923-24. The 77th Congress of the United States
(Second Session) passed Public Law 623, which is a codification of the Flag
Code. This law was later amended, and the Flag Code has now been changed
to comply with the law. Since the original Flag Conferences, in 1923-24, the
code has been adopted for use by 45 other organizations. American Legion
Posts should bring the rules and diagrams contained in this revised edition
of the code to the attention of schools and citizens generally.
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THE FLAG CODE

As Adopted by the National Flag Conference, Washington, D.C., June 14-15, 1923, and Revised and Endorsed by the Second National Flag Conference, Washington, D.C., May 15, 1924. Revised and adopted at P.L.
623, 77th Congress, Second Session, June 22, 1942; as Amended by P.L. 829, 77th Congress, Second Session, December 22, 1942; P.L. 107 83rd Congress, Ist Session, July 9, 1953; P.L. 396, 83rd Congress, Second

Session, June 14, 1954; P.L. 363, 90th Congress, Second Session, June 28, 1968; P.L. 344, 94th Congress, Second Session, July 7, 1976; P.L. 322, 103rd Congress, Second Session, September 13, 1994; P.L. 225, 105th
Congress, Second Session, August 12, 1998; P.L. 80, 106th Congress, First Session, October 25, 1999; P.L. 110-41, 110th Congress, First Session, June 29, 2007; P.L. 110-181, 110th Congress, Second Session,
January 28, 2008; P.L. 110-239, 110th Congress, Second Session, June 3,2008, P.L. 110-417, 110th Congress, Second Session, October 14, 2008; and P.L. 111-41, 111th Congress, First Session, July 27, 2009.

NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMISSION

THE AMERICAN LEGION

INDIANAPOLIS, IND., U.S.A.

How to Display the Flag of the United States of America

Title 4, United States Code
Chapter 1, Section 4-10

§ 4. Pledge of Allegiance to the flag;
manner of delivery

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag,
“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the
Republic for which it stands, one Nation
under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.”, should be rendered by
standing at attention facing the flag with
the right hand over the heart. When not
in uniform men should remove their
headdress with their right hand and
hold it at the left shoulder, the hand be-
ing over the heart. Persons in uniform
should remain silent, face the flag, and
render the military salute.

§ 5. Display and use of flag by
civilians; codification of rules and
customs; definition

The following codification of existing
rules and customs pertaining to the
display and use of the flag of the United
States of America is established for
the use of such civilians or civilian
groups or organizations as may not be
required to conform with regulations
promulgated by one or more executive
departments of the Government of the
United States. The flag of the United
States for the purpose of this chapter
shall be defined according to sections 1
and 2 of this title and Executive Order
10834 issued pursuant thereto.

§ 6. Time and occasions for display

(a) It is the universal custom to display
the flag only from sunrise to sunset on
buildings and on stationary flagstaffs in
the open. However, when a patriotic ef-
fect is desired, the flag may be displayed
24 hours a day if properly illuminated
during the hours of darkness.

(b) The flag should be hoisted briskly
and lowered ceremoniously.

(c) The flag should not be displayed on
days when the weather is inclement, ex-
cept when an all weather flag is displayed.

(d) The flag should be displayed on
all days, especially on New Year’s Day,
January 1; Inauguration Day, January
20; Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday,
the third Monday in January; Lincoln’s
Birthday, February 12; Washington’s
Birthday, third Monday in February;
Easter Sunday (variable); Mother’s Day,
second Sunday in May; Armed Forces
Day, third Saturday in May; Memorial
Day (half-staff until noon), the last Mon-
day in May; Flag Day, June 14; Father’s
Day, third Sunday in June; Independence
Day, July 4; National Korean War Veter-
ans Armistice Day, July 27; Labor Day,
first Monday in September; Constitution
Day, September 17; Columbus Day,
second Monday in October; Navy Day,
October 27; Veterans Day, November 11;
Thanksgiving Day, fourth Thursday in
November; Christmas Day, December
25; and such other days as may be pro-
claimed by the President of the United
States; the birthdays of States (date of
admission); and on State holidays.

(e) The flag should be displayed daily
on or near the main administration
building of every public institution.

(f) The flag should be displayed in or
near every polling place on election days.

(g) The flag should be displayed
during school days in or near every
schoolhouse.

§ 7. Position and manner of display

The flag, when carried in a proces-
sion with another flag or flags, should
be either on the marching right; that is,
the flag’s own right, or, if there is a line
of other flags, in front of the center of
that line.

(a) The flag should not be displayed
on a float in a parade except from a
staff, or as provided in subsection (i) of
this section.

(b) The flag should not be draped over
the hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle
or of a railroad train or a boat. When
the flag is displayed on a motorcar, the
staff shall be fixed firmly to the chassis
or clamped to the right fender.

(c) No other flag or pennant should be
placed above or, if on the same level,
to the right of the flag of the United
States of America, except during church
services conducted by naval chaplains
at sea, when the church pennant may
be flown above the flag during church
services for the personnel of the Navy.
No person shall display the flag of the
United Nations or any other national
or international flag equal, above, or in

a position of superior prominence or
honor to, or in place of, the flag of the
United States at any place within the
United States or any Territory or pos-
session thereof: Provided, That nothing
in this section shall make unlawful the
continuance of the practice heretofore
followed of displaying the flag of the
United Nations in a position of superior
prominence or honor, and other national
flags in positions of equal prominence
or honor, with that of the flag of the
United States at the headquarters of the
United Nations

(d) The flag of the United States of
America, when it is displayed with
another flag against a wall from crossed
staffs, should be on the right, the flag’s
own right, and its staff should be in
front of the staff of the other flag.

(e) The flag of the United States of
Anmerica should be at the center and at
the highest point of the group when a
number of flags of States or localities or
pennants of societies are grouped and
displayed from staffs.
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(f) When flags of States, cities, or
localities, or pennants of societies are
flown on the same halyard with the flag
of the United States, the latter should
always be at the peak. When the flags
are flown from adjacent staffs, the flag
of the United States should be hoisted
first and lowered last. No such flag or
pennant may be placed above the flag of
the United States or to the United States
flag’s right.

(g) When flags of two or more nations
are displayed, they are to be flown from
separate staffs of the same height. The
flags should be of approximately equal
size. International usage forbids the dis-
play of the flag of one nation above that
of another nation in time of peace.

(h) When the flag of the United States
is displayed from a staff projecting

horizontally or at an angle from the
window sill, balcony, or front of a
building, the union of the flag should be
placed at the peak of the staff unless the
flag is at half-staff.

Q.

When the flag is suspended over a
sidewalk from a rope extending from
a house to a pole at the edge of the
sidewalk, the flag should be hoisted out,
union first, from the building.

(i) When displayed either horizontally
or vertically against a wall, the union
should be uppermost and to the flag’s
own right, that is, to the observer’s left.
When displayed in a window, the flag
should be displayed in the same way,
with the union or blue field to the left of
the observer in the street.

(j) When the flag is displayed over
the middle of the street, it should be
suspended vertically with the union to
the north in an east and west street or to
the east in a north and south street.

(k) When used on a speaker’s plat-
form, the flag, if displayed flat, should be
displayed above and behind the speaker.

When displayed from a staff in a church
or public auditorium, the flag of the
United States of America should hold
the position of superior prominence,
in advance of the audience, and in the
position of honor at the clergyman’s or
speaker’s right as he faces the audience.
Any other flag so displayed should be
placed on the left of the clergyman or
speaker or to the right of the audience.
(1) The flag should form a distinctive

feature of the ceremony of unveiling a
statue or monument, but it should never
be used as the covering for the statue or
monument.

(m) The flag, when flown at half-staff,
should be first hoisted to the peak for
an instant and then lowered to the half-
staff position. The flag should be again
raised to the peak before it is lowered
for the day.

On Memorial Day the flag should be
displayed at half-staff until noon only,
then raised to the top of the staff. By
order of the President, the flag shall be
flown at half-staff upon the death of
principal figures of the United States
Government and the Governor of a State,
territory, or possession, as a mark of
respect to their memory. In the event

o

MEMORIAL DAY

of the death of other officials or foreign
dignitaries, the flag is to be displayed

at half-staff according to Presidential
instructions or orders, or in accordance
with recognized customs or practices
not inconsistent with law. In the event of
the death of a present or former official
of the government of any State, territory,
or possession of the United States or the
death of a member of the Armed Forces
from any State, territory, or possession
who dies while serving on active duty,
the Governor of that State, territory,

or possession may proclaim that the
National flag shall be flown at half-staff
and the same authority is provided to the
Mayor of the District of Columbia with
respect to present or former officials of
the District of Columbia and members
of the Armed Forces from the District
of Columbia. When the Governor of

a State, territory, or possession, or the -
Mayor of the District of Columbia, issues
a proclamation under the preceding
sentence that the National flag be flown
at half-staff in that State, territory, or
possession or in the District of Columbia
because of the death of a member of the
Armed Forces, the National flag flown at
any Federal installation or facility in the
area covered by that proclamation shall
be flown at half-staff consistent with that
proclamation. The flag shall be flown at
half-staff 30 days from the death of the
President or a former President; 10 days
from the day of death of the Vice Presi-
dent, the Chief Justice or a retired Chief
Justice of the United States, or the Speak-
er of the House of Representatives; from
the day of death until interment of an
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court,
a Secretary of an executive or military
department, a former Vice President, or
the Governor of a State, territory, or pos-
session; and on the day of death and the
following day for a Member of Congress.
The flag shall be flown at half-staff on
Peace Officers Memorial Day, unless
that day is also Armed Forces Day. As
used in this subsection -

(1) the term “half-staff”’ means the
position of the flag when it is one-half
the distance between the top and bot-
tom of the staff;

(2) the term “executive or military
department” means any agency listed
under sections 101 and 102 of title 5,
United States Code; and

(3) the term “Member of Congress”
means a Senator, a Representative, a
Delegate, or the Resident Commissioner
from Puerto Rico.

(n) When the flag is used to cover a cas-
ket, it should be so placed that the union

is at the head and over the left shoulder.
The flag should not be lowered into the
grave or allowed to touch the ground.

(0) When the flag is suspended across
a corridor or lobby in a building with
only one main entrance, it should be
suspended vertically with the union
of the flag to the observer’s left upon
entering. If the building has more than
one main entrance, the flag should be
suspended vertically near the center of
the corridor or lobby with the union to
the north, when entrances are to the east
and west or to the east when entrances
are to the north and south. If there are
entrances in more than two directions,
the union should be to the east.

§ 8. Respect for flag

No disrespect should be shown to the
flag of the United States of America; the
flag should not be dipped to any person
or thing. Regimental colors, State flags,
and organization or institutional flags
are to be dipped as a mark of honor.

(a) The flag should never be displayed
with the union down, except as a signal
of dire distress in instances of extreme
danger to life or property.

(b) The flag should never touch any-
thing beneath it, such as the ground, the
floor, water, or merchandise.

(c) The flag should never be carried flat
or horizontally, but always aloft and free.
(d) The flag should never be used as
wearing apparel, bedding, or drapery. It
should never be festooned, drawn back,
nor up, in folds, but always allowed to

fall free. Bunting of blue, white, and
red, always arranged with the blue
above, the white in the middle, and the

PROPER USE OF BUNTING

Bunting of the National
colors should be used for cov-
ering a speaker’s desk, drap-
ing over the front of a plat-
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form and for decoration in
general. Bunting should be
arranged with the blue above,
the white in the middle, and
the red below.

red below, should be used for covering a
speaker’s desk, draping the front of the
platform, and for decoration in general.

(e) The flag should never be fastened,
displayed, used, or stored in such a
manner as to permit it to be easily torn,
soiled, or damaged in any way.

(f) The flag should never be used as a
covering for a ceiling.

(g) The flag should never have placed
upon it, nor on any part of it, nor at-
tached to it any mark, insignia, letter,
word, figure, design, picture, or drawing
of any nature.

(h) The flag should never be used as a
receptacle for receiving, holding, carry-
ing, or delivering anything.

(i) The flag should never be used for
advertising purposes in any manner
whatsoever. It should not be embroi-
dered on such articles as cushions or
handkerchiefs and the like, printed or
otherwise impressed on paper napkins
or boxes or anything that is designed for
temporary use and discard. Advertising
signs should not be fastened to a staff or
halyard from which the flag is flown.

(j) No part of the flag should ever be
used as a costume or athletic uniform.
However, a flag patch may be affixed to
the uniform of military personnel, fire-
men, policemen, and members of patri-
otic organizations. The flag represents
a living country and is itself considered
a living thing. Therefore, the lapel flag
pin being a replica, should be worn on
the left lapel near the heart.

(k) The flag, when it is in such condi-
tion that it is no longer a fitting emblem
for display, should be destroyed in a
dignified way, preferably by burning.

§ 9. Conduct during hoisting, lower-
ing or passing of flag

During the ceremony of hoisting or
lowering the flag or when the flag is
passing in a parade or in review, those

present in uniform should render the
military salute. Members of the Armed
Forces and veterans who are present but
not in uniform may render the military
salute. All other persons present should
face the flag and stand at attention with
their right hand over the heart, or if
applicable, remove their headdress with
their right hand and hold it at the left
shoulder, the hand being over the heart.
Citizens of other countries should stand
at attention. All such conduct toward
the flag in a moving column should be
rendered at the moment the flag passes.

§ 10. Modification of rules and cus-
toms by President

Any rule or custom pertaining to
the display of the flag of the United
States of America, set forth herein,
may be altered, modified, or repealed,
or additional rules with respect thereto
may be prescribed, by the Commander
in Chief of the Armed Forces of the
United States, whenever he deems it
to be appropriate or desirable; and any
such alteration or additional rule shall
be set forth in a proclamation.

Title 36, Subtitle I, Part A section 301
United States Code
National Anthem

(a) Designation.— The composition

consisting of the words and music

known as the Star-Spangled Banner is

the national anthem.

(b) Conduct During Playing.— Dur-

ing a rendition of the national anthem—

(1) when the flag is displayed —

(A) individuals in uniform should give
the military salute at the first note of the
anthem and maintain that position until
the last note;
(B) members of the Armed Forces and
veterans who are present but not in
uniform may render the military salute
in the manner provided for individuals
in uniform; and
(C) all other persons present should face
the flag and stand at attention with their
right hand over the heart, and men not
in uniform, if applicable, should remove
their headdress with their right hand
and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand
being over the heart; and

(2) when the flag is not displayed, all
present should face toward the music
and act in the same manner they would
if the flag were displayed.

Executive Order No. 10834
August 24,1959

Executive Order No. 10834 issued
by President Dwight D. Eisenhower on
August 24, 1959, amended the provi-
sions of Title 4, U.S.C., Chapter 1 and
established the 50 star Flag as the of-
ficial Flag of the United States, effective
on July 4, 1960.

Proportions and sizes of flags and
position of stars

Part I - Design of the flag

Section 1. The flag of the United States
shall have thirteen horizontal stripes,
alternate red and white, and a union con-
sisting of white stars on a field of blue.
Section 2. The position of the stars in
the union of the flag and in the union
jack shall be as indicated on the at-
tachment to this order, which is hereby
made a part of this order.

Section 3. The dimensions of the constit-
uent parts of the flag shall conform to the
proportions set forth in the attachment
referred to in section 2 of this order.
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Standard Proportions of the Flag

hoist (width) of flag 1.0
fly (length) of flag 1.9
hoist of union 7/13
fly of union 76
diameter of star 0616
width of stripe 1/13

declared as unconstitutional.

Title 18, United States Code — Chapter 33, Section 700
Desecration of the Flag of the United States
This section of the law has been declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court as of May 14th, 1990. While many
states have laws similar to the provisions as stated in this section, it is assumed that if prosecuted, they, too, would be

Therefore, no penalties exist for the improper display of the Flag of the United States, the violation of the Flag Code
provisions listed on this page or for the desecration in any manner of the Flag of the United States.

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.”

Stock #20-013 « Additional copies of this Flag Code may be purchased from National Emblem Sales (755.201), The American Legion, P.0. Box 1050, Indianapolis, IN 46206.



